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where he made us sit down opposite to him on mattresses
spread on the ground.
The tent was some forty yards long and twelve yards
wide ; about twelve feet high at the ridge and three to four
feet at the eaves. It was supported upon a row of seven
central poles, and the guy ropes were exceedingly long,
the pegs being three dozen yards beyond the overhang of
the eaves. The space between the eaves and the ground
was filled up partly by hanging cloths, and partly by piles
of dried thistles, which come in useful as fuel. The tent
cloth was of black goats' hair, very loosely woven like
coarse English sacking. We could see daylight through
it everywhere; particularly at the (horizontal) seams,
where it gaped like an old umbrella. The smoke oozed
freely through it; and next morning every tent in the
camp was veiled in a sort of blue nimbus, the combined
effect of smoke and evaporation. Such a texture can
afford but indifferent protection against rain, but is needed
chiefly as a shelter from the sun.
At the further end of the tent were about a dozen shackled
camels, which we could hardly see in the darkness, but
heard grunting and gurgling all night. Next the camels
were four or five mares tethered to a manger. White mares
and flea-bitten greys are most in demand in this country,
as they are considered to feel the heat less than bays or
browns. Black horses are reputed unlucky, and may con-
sequently often be bought cheap.
Next, in the centre of the tent, sat the Sheikh; with
his back against one of the poles, and the fire burning on
the ground before him-: and opposite him, with our backs
against the next pole, sat we. Behind us was a reed
partition shutting off the women's quarters, and with them
(to judge by the sounds) lived the poultry and the sheep,
A sort of enclosed yard, hedged in with piles of dried thistles,
had been formed for their special benefit outside their end
of the tent.
There was no light except the fire and our own imported
candle. When the inmates wanted a blaze they threw on
an armful of thistles ; but their principal fuel consisted of